STUDENT SAFETY POLICY
Introductiontc "Introduction"

The health and safety of the students entrusted to our care is placed in high priority at Knox Christian School. We believe that students learn best when they are in a safe and caring environment. To that end we will strive to ensure the safety of our students by providing proper supervision and a safe physical environment. Students are educated in safety matters so they can be informed and understand what course of action to take when confronted with a safety issue. Staff and volunteers will model best practices so students will learn by example as well as through direct teaching.


A.  Schooltc "
A.  School"
1. All teachers, support staff and regular volunteers will have a police check on file 

 
in the school office.

 2.
All visitors to the school are to report to the office.



3. 
All  doors to the outside except the main entrance will be locked during the day.



4. 
The school participates in a “School Watch” program and informs teachers and staff when the risk level in the community has been elevated.



5. 
Students are taken through at least six fire drills a year to ensure safe and prompt evacuation of the building in case of an emergency.



6. 
First aid supplies are updated as needed and inspected quarterly.



7. 
First aid procedures are designed to ensure proper blood cleanup.



8. 
Bus zone supervision is designed to ensure visual contact for the area to ensure safe loading and unloading of students and safe movement of busses.



9. 
The school will put in effect a school Emergency Lock-Down in the event that there is a dangerous person on the school property.


10. 
Students will be kept in the building during weather conditions by which their health and safety are considered by the principal or vice-principal to be compromised due to extreme cold (-15 with wind chill), rain or muddy conditions.



11. 
When students are kept inside they will be supervised. If a classroom teacher is unable to supervise students they should be sent to another classroom or to Study Hall.



12. 
Teachers will ensure students are dressed appropriately for the weather according to their discretion.



13. 
All students are compelled to use the two designated crossing areas when moving between the school and the parking area and only cross when they are being escorted. Children are the responsibility of the parent or guardian once they have crossed to the parking area.



14. 
Students suspected of having a communicable or contagious disease will be reported to the Durham Region Health Department and action prescribed by the health department will be followed.



15. 
Students are checked for head-lice periodically throughout the school year. Students who have head-lice and have not been treated for head lice will be sent home.



16. 
In case of a nuclear alert from Darlington Nuclear Generating Station students will be evacuated to Sir Sanford Fleming (Brealey Building) in Peterborough.



17. 
Attendance procedures are designed to ensure each child’s safe arrival at school. Office staff contact the home for any student who is late at school or absent from school without advance notice.


18. 
Students are not permitted to bring objects that compromise the safety of the students or staff. Such objects will be confiscated and not returned to the student.



19. 
Staff are informed of students who have health issues by having names and conditions listed in the staff area. Parental permission is obtained.



20. 
Classrooms, with students suspected of having peanut or nut allergies, will be marked as nut or peanut free.



21. 
All classrooms and meeting rooms will have a window to establish a line of sight.



22.
Students board and disembark from the buses without loitering.


B.  Classroomtc "
B.  Classroom"


1. 
Students will be educated on the basics of ‘street proofing’ to help them avoid  potentially dangerous situations.






a.
Do not approach strangers making inquiries





b. 
Walk to and from school with a buddy and make sure your parents are aware of where you are going.




2. 
Students are informed of “School Watch” alerts in an age appropriate manner.




3. 
Students are to walk at all times when they are moving about the school.





4.
Students are not permitted to use dangerous equipment such as paper 

cutters.

5.
Students are not permitted to move the AV cart due to the potential tipping hazard they pose.




6. 
Students are instructed on the safe use of potentially dangerous tools that are a necessary part of their education. This could include lino cut tools, carving knives or similar equipment.




7. 
Teachers ensure that all students removed from the classroom continue to be supervised.


C.  Playgroundtc "
C.  Playground"


1.
Playground supervision is designed to monitor student play and to ensure students have easy access to a supervising adult in case of playground disputes or injuries. Playground supervisors will wear a safety vest for easy identification by students.



2. 
Students are assigned play areas that are safe from moving traffic. When areas other then the playground are used for play, additional measures will be take, e.g. the placement of pylons and adult supervision is arranged when the parking lot is used for a play area during the ‘muddy’ season.



3. 
Playground activity is monitored and a record is kept of incidents with students who compromise the safety of other students. All unacceptable actions will be dealt with according to the school’s discipline policy.



4. 
The playground is kept free of materials that could potentially injure students or be used to injure students, e.g. no bailer twine is permitted as building material.



5. 
Students are to remain on the school property unless given permission to leave.



6. 
Students will only be given permission to leave the school property if supervision of the students involved has been ensured.



7. 
Playground equipment inspection is part of the Joint Health and Safety inspection procedure.


D.  Bustc "
D.  Bus"


1, 
Bus drivers will ensure that an emergency exit plan is implemented. This includes 
staging an emergency exit in a safe location.



2, 
Bus drivers will ensure that busses are not overcrowded and that students are seated in a safe manner while the bus is in motion.

3. 
Bus drivers will ensure that students board and disembark from the bus in an orderly manner.



4. 
Bus drivers will ensure that the floor and the seats are kept clean and clear for safe use by the passengers.



5. 
Bus drivers maintain a bus inspection record to ensure that the bus is mechanically safe for all trips. Ministry of Transportation officials conduct inspections in accordance with the Highway Traffic Act.


E.  Field Tripstc "
E.  Field Trips"


1. 
Field trips are designed to ensure adequate adult supervision has been arranged to meet the needs of the field trip. Where guidelines for student/adult supervision has been set at the field trip destination, the organizing teacher will ensure that sufficient adults are supervising.



2. 
If no supervision guidelines have been set by the field trip destination, the teacher will use the guideline of one adult chaperone for every ten students.



3. 
For excursions off the property (e.g. woods behind the school), the teacher will ensure that there is one additional adult with the class. If that is not possible, the teacher must bring the two-way radio and have the potential to be in contact with the office personnel at all times.



4. 
Buses must be used for all field trips that are more than two kilometres from the school.



5. 
Before any field trip that involves buses, a letter will be sent home ensuring that parents are aware of the pertinent field trip information such as arrival and departure times, supervision arrangements, and expectations for behaviour.



6. 
Teachers will take responsibility for supervision on the bus during any field trip. The teacher is responsible for all behavioural concerns on the bus and at any time during the field trip.



7. 
Teachers will acquaint themselves with the field trip site prior to unloading students to ensure safe movement of students. Specific instructions will be given to all students to ensure they know the necessary guidelines.



8. 
All parent chaperones responsible for supervising students must be partnered with another adult.



9. 
A first aid kit is available to deal with minor injuries.

